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Know yourself better

Ancient World Composition
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Your ancient world composition

The source of your genetic composition are thousand of ancestors that lived around the World. Find out where and who were those ancient
ancestors.
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Neolithic Farmers
10,000 years ago

The Neolithic Revolution, also called the Agricultural Revolution, marked the transition in human history
from small, nomadic bands of hunter-gatherers to larger, agricultural settlements and early civilization. The
Neolithic Revolution started around 10,000 B.C. in the Fertile Crescent, a boomerang-shaped region of the
Middle East where humans first took up farming. Shortly after, Stone Age humans in other parts of the
world also began to practice agriculture. Civilizations and cities grew out of the innovations of the Neolithic
Revolution.
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In archaeogenetics, the term Western Hunter-Gatherer, West European Hunter-Gatherer or Western
European Hunter-Gatherer, is the name given to a distinct ancestral component that represents descent
from Mesolithic hunter-gatherers of Western, Southern and Central Europe. The term is often abbreviated
as WHG. During the Mesolithic, the WHGs inhabited an area stretching from the British Isles in the west to
the Carpathians in the east. Along with the Scandinavian Hunter-Gatherers (SHG) and Eastern Hunter-
Gatherers (EHG), the WHGs constituted one of the three main genetic groups in the postglacial period of
early Holocene Europe. The border between WHGs and EHGs ran roughly from the lower Danube,
northward along the western forests of the Dnieper towards the western Baltic Sea. SHGs were in turn an
equal mix of WHGs and EHGs. Once widely dispersed throughout Europe, the WHGs were largely
displaced by successive expansions of Early European Farmers (EEFs) during the early Neolithic, but
experienced a male-driven resurgence during the Middle Neolithic. During the Late Neolithic and Early
Bronze Age, Western Steppe Herders (WSHSs) from the Pontic-Caspian steppe embarked on a massive
expansion, which further displaced the WHGs. Among modern-day populations, WHG ancestry is most
common among populations of the eastern Bailtic.
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Steppe Pastoralists
3,500 years ago

In archaeogenetics, the term Western Steppe Herders (WSH), or Western Steppe Pastoralists, is the name
given to a distinct ancestral component first identified in individuals from the Eneolithic steppe around the
turn of the 5th millennium BCE, subsequently detected in several genetically similar or directly related
ancient populations including the Khvalynsk, Sredny Stog, and Yamnaya cultures, and found in substantial
levels in contemporary European and South Asian populations. This ancestry is often referred to as
Yamnaya Ancestry, Yamnaya-Related Ancestry, Steppe Ancestry or Steppe-Related Ancestry. Western
Steppe Herders are considered descended from Eastern Hunter-Gatherers (EHGs) who reproduced with
Caucasus Hunter-Gatherers (CHGs), and the WSH component is analysed as an admixture of EHG and
CHG ancestral components in roughly equal proportions, with the majority of the Y-DNA haplogroup
contribution from EHG males. The Y-DNA haplogroups of Western Steppe Herder males are not uniform,
with the Yamnaya culture individuals mainly belonging to R1b-Z2103 with a minority of 12a2, the earlier
Khvalynsk culture also with mainly R1b but also some Rla, Qla, |, and I2a2, and the later, high WSH
ancestry Corded Ware culture individuals mainly belonging to haplogroup R1b in the earliest samples, with
Rla-M417 becoming predominant over time. Around 3,000 BC, people of the Yamnaya culture or a closely
related group, who had high levels of WSH ancestry with some 10-18% Early European Farmer (EEF)
admixture, embarked on a massive expansion throughout Eurasia, which is considered to be associated
with the dispersal of at least some of the Indo-European languages by most contemporary linguists,
archaeologists, and geneticists. WSH ancestry from this period is often referred to as Steppe Early and
Middle Bronze Age (Steppe EMBA) ancestry. This migration is linked to the origin of both the Corded Ware
culture, whose members were of about 75% WSH ancestry, and the Bell Beaker ("Eastern group"), who
were around 50% WSH ancestry, though the exact relationships between these groups remains uncertain.
The expansion of WSHSs resulted in the virtual disappearance of the Y-DNA of Early European Farmers
(EEFs) from the European gene pool, significantly altering the cultural and genetic landscape of Europe.
During the Bronze Age, Corded Ware people with admixture from Central Europe remigrated onto the
steppe, forming the Sintashta culture and a type of WSH ancestry often referred to as Steppe Middle and
Late Bronze Age (Steppe MLBA) or Sintashta-Related ancestry. Through the Andronovo culture and
Srubnaya culture, Steppe MLBA was carried into Central Asia and South Asia along with Indo-Iranian
languages, leaving a long-lasting cultural and genetic legacy.
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10,000 years ago

The Chalcolithic period (or Copper Age) began about 4500 BCE, then the Bronze Age began about 3500
BCE. replacing the Neolithic cultures. The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) was a Bronze Age civilization
(3300-1300 BCE: mature period 2600-1900 BCE) which was centered mostly in the western part of the
Indian Subcontinent; it is considered that an early form of Hinduism was performed during this civilization.
Some of the great cities of this civilization include Harappa and Mohenjo-daro, which had a high level of
town planning and arts. The cause of the destruction of these regions around 1700 BCE is debatable,
although evidence suggests it was caused by natural disasters (especially flooding). This era marks Vedic
period in India, which lasted from roughly 1500 to 500 BCE. During this period, the Sanskrit language
developed and the Vedas were written, epic hymns that told tales of gods and wars. This was the basis for
the Vedic religion, which would eventually sophisticate and develop into Hinduism. China and Vietnam
were also centres of metalworking. Dating back to the Neolithic Age, the first bronze drums, called the
Dong Son drums have been uncovered in and around the Red River Delta regions of Vietnam and Southern
China. These relate to the prehistoric Dong Son Culture of Vietnam. Song Da bronze drum's surface, Dong
Son culture, Vietnam In Ban Chiang, Thailand (Southeast Asia), bronze artifacts have been discovered
dating to 2100 BCE. In Nyaunggan, Burma bronze tools have been excavated along with ceramics and
stone artifacts. Dating is still currently broad (3500-500 BCE).
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